March 29, 2016
SOWMA Town Hall Series
The Saskatchewan Onsite Wastewater Management Association is hosting a series of onsite wastewater industry education days
throughout the province during the first two weeks of April. Attendees will be able to take part in educational sessions throughout the
course of the day and to see product displays provided by industry sponsors. Topics to be presented are:








Regulations & Permitting
Onsite Wastewater System Design
Site & Soil Evaluation
Installation Troubleshooting
Installation Technologies and Equipment
Operations & Maintenance

Sessions will be available at the following locations:
Monday, April 4, 2016
Western Development Museum
9802 – Thatcher Avenue
North Battleford, SK

8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Tuesday, April 5, 2016
Plaza 88 Event Center
Knight Hall Room
888 Central Avenue
Prince Albert, SK

8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Wednesday, April 6, 2016
Western Development Museum
Butler Buyer’s Century Hall
2610 Lorne Avenue
Saskatoon, SK

8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Thursday, April 7, 2016
Conference Room 1 & 2
Cypress Regional Hospital
2004 Saskatchewan Drive
Swift Current, SK S9H 5M8

8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Monday, April 11, 2016
8:30 am – 4:30 pm
Melfort Agriculture Society
Melfort Exhibition Grounds
Off Melfort Street and Central Street

Wednesday, April 13, 2016
McKenna Hall
317—3rd Street NE
Weyburn, SK S4H 0W8

8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Thursday, April 14, 2016
Royal Canadian Legion
112A – 1st Avenue
Rosetown, SK

8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Lunch and refreshments will be served
Door prize draws will take place at end of day
Attendance is Free of Charge – Please RSVP to Lesley@wcowma.com or call 306-988-2102
These events are sponsored in Part by:
Anderson Pump House
Aqua Pump House
FRP Manufacturing (2010) Ltd.
Wig’s Pumps
Polywest
Suppliers wishing to help sponsor these events should contact the SOWMA office at 306-988-2102. Sponsors are entitled to
set up a display and provide a presentation.
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Onsite Wastewater Practitioner Training
The next available training session dates are:
Days 1-3 - May 4, 5 & 6, 2016 - Lloydminster, SK
Days 4-7 - May 24, 25, 26 & 27 2016 - Lloydminster, SK
Registration is now open.
Register online at www.sowma.com or contact the association office at 855-872-2650 for more information.

Why is Water Reuse for Drilling Operations Important?
This question is becoming more relevant to many in the oil & gas industry as we all grapple with $30/BBL oil prices.
Water Uses
Water is a necessity for many of the drilling operation functions. From the mixing of drilling mud, cementing operations, boiler feed
water and dust suppression or ice road construction, rig use water is required to keep the drilling operations going.
Water Sources
So, where does all this water come from? Generally, drilling operations will try to source suitable water from as local a source as
possible. These include local rancher dugouts, local streams, rivers, lakes and local municipalities that sell water.
Cost of Water
The cost of rig water can be fairly inexpensive in areas where there is abundant local access to rivers or lakes and local regulations
permit withdrawal. Increasingly, what O&G operators are finding is that access to “cheap” water is dwindling and operators have to
look further afield to access rig water; usually at a much higher cost than in the past. In more arid regions, water can be quite
expensive with the added cost of the logistics and associated costs of trucking water to rig sites.
So why is water reuse important?
Back to the question at hand. Water reuse offers an independent water source that is dependable, locally controlled and generally
beneficial to the environment. Water reuse allows O&G operators to become less dependent on outside sources and helps reduce
the cost of accessing water for rig operations.
Sources of Reusable Water
In a previous post, I outlined how several O&G operators in Colorado have benefitted by treating sanitary waste at the rig site and
reusing the treated water for rig water applications.
Sanitary Wastewater Recycling
One of the ways O&G Operators have taken advantage of new treatment technology is treating sanitary wastewater at rig and facility
sites rather than trucking the waste to a disposal facility. Treating the sanitary wastewater on site and returning the treated effluent to
holding or rig tanks for reuse is both economical and “green” savvy.
Reduced Operating Costs
Operators are saving a minimum of 15% in costs simply treating rather than trucking sewage to a disposal facility. Generally
speaking, if a vacuum truck needs to drive more than a ½ hour to a rig site to haul off sewage for disposal, treating the sanitary waste
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on-site can be done at a 15% savings. When the cost of buying and trucking rig use water is factored in; the savings jump to 30% or
more. In this time of sub $30/BBL oil, who does not want to reduce operating costs!
Quality of Treated Wastewater
Treated wastewater quality is strictly regulated by local State & County Health Authorities. Mobile treatment equipment requires
permits to operate and frequent testing is conducted on the treated effluent to insure quality requirements are met. The effluent is
chlorinated to destroy all pathogens and viruses. At this stage the recycled water is safe to use in industrial applications.
Added Benefits
Reducing truck traffic to the rig or facility site created by vacuum and water hauling trucks is one of the side benefits not always taken
into consideration. A rig site servicing 20 persons and operating 1 hour from a disposal facility will have over 225 “vac” truck trips per
year driving back and forth to site simply to truck out sewage. To access drilling sites; trucks frequently have to drive through
residential areas where truck traffic is not always accepted due the noise, dust and perception of additional HS&E risk of spills or
accidents. By eliminating this truck traffic an O&G operator can show corporate responsibility to the community and reduced
greenhouse gas emissions. In the example above, eliminating 225 truck trips and the equivalent GHG emissions is the equivalent of
the carbon sequestered by over 20,000 tree seedlings over a 10 year period.
Summary




Water is becoming an increasingly scarce and costly commodity; especially in the arid states of CO, WY, NM, UT and TX.

Operators are becoming increasingly aware that recycling and reusing treated effluent is both cost effective and socially
responsible
Posted by William (Bill) Jones, VP Operations, FilterBoxx
FilterBoxx provides mobile equipment that is permitted, proven, reliable and cost effective in delivering recycled water to our
customers

Onsite Informer Magazine
Twice per year, WCOWMA releases our magazine, The Onsite Informer. This complimentary magazine is full of articles
and information relevant to people working in the wastewater industry.
Back issues are available to download at www.sowma.ca.
The latest issue is being mailed out shortly. If you don’t see your complimentary copy in the coming weeks, please
contact our office to have your name added to the distribution list.

Find us on Facebook
Stay in-touch on industry news, learn about our latest training sessions, and check out photos of some of our events all
on the SOWMA Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/SaskatchewanOnsiteWastewaterManagementAssociation.
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